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ACET’s Federal Grant Tips

Apply for federal registrations before you search for federal grants
Some registrations can take 6 to 8 weeks to establish.
 Get a D-U-N-S® Number (which establishes your company’s D&B® file)



• Visit: https://www.dnb.com/duns-number/get-a-duns.html
 Register with the System for Award Management (SAM)



• Visit: https://sam.gov/portal/SAM/##11


• Update your SAM registration every year

 Register with Grants.gov



• Visit: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/register.html
 Register with eRA Commons (Electronic Research Administration) if you plan to apply 
 for any grants through the National Institutes of Health

• Visit: https://era.nih.gov/erahelp/commons/#Commons/access/
               register_inst.htm%3FTocPath%3D_____10
Look for open federal grants
 All federal grants can be found at grants.gov



• Use searches to help find grants since the database is large
• Helpful search boxes include “category” and “agency” on the left-hand 
                            toolbar (where you can choose more than one option)
Examine the funding opportunity closely
 Read the synopsis. (Click on the “opportunity number” on the left-hand side of 
the “opportunity title” in the chart of funding opportunities.)
 Near the bottom of the synopsis, under “additional information,” see if there is a link 
to additional information, which will give you more detailed information about the funding. If it isn’t there, contact the grantor contact listed.
 Read the funding opportunity closely including proposal requirements, eligibility, deadlines, submission requirements, etc. Follow the outline and format that the funding proposal requires.

 Identify potential partners, such as an evaluator.
 Write the proposal and submit it early (since federal websites can easily become overloaded and slow down the submission process).
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